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But is it the best electric SUV on sale?

TESLA MODEL Y  

KIA EV6

RENAULT SCENIC

ELECTRIC SUV SHOWDOWN 

NEW SCENIC 
BEATS TESLA!  



Kia EV6
RWD Air

List price £45,275
Target Price £43,384

 Our reigning Family Electric SUV of 
the Year blends a competitive range 
with fine driving manners and roomy 

rear seats. It’ll be tough to beat

NEW
Renault Scenic E-Tech 

Long Range Iconic

List price £45,495
Target Price £41,692

The reinvented Scenic is a well-
priced electric SUV with a long 
official range of 370 miles in the 
range-topping form we’re testing

Tesla Model Y 
RWD

List price £44,990
Target Price £44,990

Britain’s best-selling electric 
SUV has great efficiency and 
practicality on its side, but a 

budget of £45k only gets you into 
the entry-level RWD version

COMPARISONS

Having evolved from a sensible MPV into a 
trendy electric SUV, the Renault Scenic could 

be a hit all over again. But that means beating 
tough rivals from Kia and Tesla

Photography: John Bradshaw

CHANGE  
OF SCENIC
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ew car prices have 
gone through 
the roof since 
the pandemic, 
with even the 
cheapest electric 

Vauxhall Astra now priced at 
almost £38,000. Luckily, Renault is 
on what seems like a solo mission 
to reintroduce some sanity to the 
market, with its latest models, 
including the Clio hatchback and 
Captur small SUV, undercutting 
the competition by thousands of 
pounds in some cases.
Now that same value for money 

can be found in Renault’s electric 
line-up, thanks to the arrival of an 
all-new Scenic. This one-time MPV 
has morphed into a trendier SUV, 
and you can buy one for £37,495 – 
less than the cost of an electric 
Astra and thousands less than 
you’d pay for a typical battery-
powered family SUV rival.
Indeed, we had to wheel out 

the most expensive version of the 
new Scenic, with its enormous 
‘Long Range’ battery and range-
topping Iconic trim, to make this 
a fair comparison with Britain’s 
best-selling electric SUV, the Tesla 
Model Y. The cheapest version of 
said Tesla costs about the same as 
our range-topping Scenic, yet it 
has a smaller battery and a much 
shorter official range.
Our final contender is the Kia 

EV6 – also the cheapest version, 
to match the aggressive pricing of 
the Scenic. However, the EV6 is a 
former What Car? of the Year, so it 
should have some serious talent  
to justify its price tag, even though 
it’s due a significant update in the 
very near future.

DRIVING 
Performance, ride, 
handling, refinement

Tesla has built its reputation on 
producing ludicrously quick cars, 
but the competition is nipping at 
its heels. For instance, the 295bhp 
Model Y and the 226bhp EV6 are 
separated by just 0.1sec from 
0-60mph, with the latter clocking a 
very respectable 7.3sec.
In comparison, the Scenic – 

the least powerful of the trio, 
with 215bhp – seems relatively 
sluggish with a 0-60mph time of 
8.6sec. However, we emphasise 
the word ‘relatively’ here, because 
the Scenic feels suitably punchy 
once it’s up and running, with 
the dash from 40-60mph (a speed 
range typical for country road 
overtakes) taking an altogether 
more reasonable 3.2sec, putting it 
just two-tenths behind the EV6 and 
0.6sec behind the Model Y.
You won’t feel short-changed 

when it comes to performance, 
then, but don’t expect this sprightly 

N
PERFORMANCE

PERFORMANCE

PERFORMANCE

KIA EV6

RENAULT SCENIC

TESLA MODEL Y

Acceleration
30-70mph in kickdown 6.1sec 

30-50mph in kickdown 2.4sec

50-70mph in kickdown 3.7sec 

Braking
30-0mph 8.4m  70-0mph 45.9m

Noise
At 30mph 59.2dB  At 70mph 65.1dB

Acceleration
30-70mph in kickdown 6.8sec 

30-50mph in kickdown 2.8sec

50-70mph in kickdown 4.0sec 

Braking
30-0mph 8.5m  70-0mph 46.6m

Noise
At 30mph 58.9dB  At 70mph 64.7dB

Acceleration
30-70mph in kickdown 5.3sec 

30-50mph in kickdown 2.3sec

50-70mph in kickdown 3.0sec 

Braking
30-0mph 8.3m  70-0mph 44.4m

Noise
At 30mph 60.0dB  At 70mph 65.5dB

Location Millbrook Proving Ground 
Weather conditions Dry

Location Millbrook Proving Ground 
Weather conditions Dry

Location Millbrook Proving Ground 
Weather conditions Dry

Top
speed

114mph
0-60mph
7.3sec

Top
speed

105mph
0-60mph
8.6sec

Top
speed

135mph
0-60mph
7.2sec

COMPARISON
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trio to feel like sports SUVs  
on a twisty road. The Model Y, 
in particular, struggles when 
driven briskly, because while its 
ultra-quick steering provides sharp 
turn-in, it feels nervous and flighty 
through quick direction changes, 
with the tall body reacting to 
even the smallest steering inputs. 
And while most drivers will be 
able to adapt to this over time, it’s 
impossible to compensate for rear 
suspension that is easily unsettled 
by mid-corner bumps.
The Scenic, meanwhile, leans 

even more than the Model Y, but 
it doesn’t get thrown offline as 
badly by bumps, grips more evenly 
front to rear and benefits from 
well-weighted, accurate steering 
that allows you to place the front 
end exactly where you want it. Our 
only real complaint lies with an 
inconsistent brake pedal that sinks 
towards the floor before suddenly 
grabbing, almost as though you’ve 
flicked a light switch; this isn’t the 
case in the EV6 and Model Y. 
The EV6 is the most agile of our 

contenders, with minimal body 
lean, a lovely balance and steering 
that’s both precise and well 
weighted. And this nimbleness 
doesn’t come at the expense of  
comfort, because while the 
EV6 does have a firm edge to 
its ride, body movements are 
well controlled and it settles 
down nicely at higher speeds – 
something that can’t be said for  
the fractious Model Y. 
The Scenic occasionally thumps 

over sharp-edged abrasions, but 
its softer set-up does a good job 
of keeping things smooth along 
motorways and fast A-roads. 
It’s the quietest car here, too, 

with the least tyre and suspension 
noise at motorway speeds. There’s 
a small amount of both in the EV6, 
but the Model Y is by far the worst 
here, recording the highest decibel 
readings in our test at both 30mph 
and 70mph. Not only is there 
loads of suspension noise, but the 
parcel shelf in our test car rattled 
incessantly, no matter how many 
times we adjusted its fitment. 
To rub salt in the Model Y’s 

wounds, it also has the shortest 
real-world range of the trio. 
On a test route that simulated 
motorway, country road and 
town driving (at our test track so 
that traffic conditions wouldn’t  

Kia EV6 vs Renault Scenic vs Tesla Model Y

COMFIEST 
CRUISER

BEST TO 
DRIVE

‘The EV6 is the  
most agile, and  
this doesn’t come  
at the expense of 
ride comfort’
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influence the results), the Model Y 
averaged an impressive 3.8 miles 
per kilowatt hour (kWh), but 
because it has a relatively small 
(57.5kWh usable capacity) battery, 
that translates to a theoretical 
range of only 220 miles. The EV6 
and Scenic were less efficient (3.4 
and 3.1 miles/kWh respectively), 
but they have usefully larger 
batteries; as a result, the EV6 
(74kWh) can theoretically cover 
252 miles and the Scenic (87kWh) 
an impressive 270 miles.

BEHIND THE WHEEL 
Driving position, visibility,  
build quality

From the driver’s seat, everything 
in the Model Y is the same as it 
is in the pre-facelift Model 3 (an 
updated version was launched in 
late 2023) – except for one thing. 
You see, the seats are mounted 
on plinths, so you sit higher up 
relative to the dashboard, almost 
looking down on it. 
It all feels a bit unnatural, as 

does the fact that you need to use 
a combination of icons on the 
infotainment screen and scroll 
buttons on the steering wheel 
to adjust the steering wheel and 
door mirrors. Front seats that 
lack sufficient side support and 
an absence of physical air-con 
controls (you need to use tiny icons 
on the touchscreen) also count 
against the Model Y.
While you sit closer to the road 

in the EV6 (something not all 
drivers will appreciate), the driver’s 
seat offers much better side 
support, so you won’t find yourself 
sliding around through corners. 
The seat, steering wheel and 
pedals all line up neatly with one 
another, too, so there isn’t much 
to grumble about – other than the 
fact that you have to adjust your 
driving position manually. 
This seems stingy when you 

consider that the Scenic’s front 
seats come with not only electric 
adjustment but also a massage 
function. This ease of adjustment, 
combined with a slightly elevated 
driving position (somewhere 
between the EV6 and Model Y) 
and comfortable, supportive seats, 
make the Scenic the one to go for 
when faced with a long journey. 
You’ll enjoy the best forward and 

side visibility in the Scenic, too. 
While the EV6 and Model Y have 
equally thin windscreen pillars, 
they’re so steeply angled that they 
can hinder your view at junctions.
The Model Y’s tall side windows 

are helpful when you’re looking 
over your shoulder or behind the 
car. In contrast, the EV6’s thick 
rear pillars and coupé-like roofline 
obstruct your rearward view, 
while the Scenic isn’t great, either. 

1 Fabric-topped 
dashboard and 
perforated leather 
steering wheel rim 
help to give the Scenic 
a fairly upmarket feel

2 As in the EV6, 
paddles behind the 
steering wheel allow 
you to easily control 
how vigorously the 
car slows down (and 
harvests energy) 
when you lift off the 
accelerator

3 Column-mounted 
gear selector sits 
behind an almost 
square steering wheel 

1 Interior is well 
screwed together, but 
it lacks the Model Y’s 
minimalist design and 
the Scenic’s creative 
mix of materials 

2 Physical knobs 
make adjusting the 
temperature a breeze. 
Between them is a 
touch panel with small 
but well-spaced icons 
for lesser functions

3 Front seats are 
adjusted manually, 
unlike in the other 
two. They’re more 
supportive through 
corners, though

1 Dual wireless 
charging pads are 
suede lined to ensure 
your phones don’t 
slide about, and 
they’re angled so 
you can easily see if 
they’re charging

2 Once you’ve selected 
the appropriate menu 
on the infotainment 
screen, you can adjust 
the steering wheel via 
the left scroll wheel

3 White faux-leather 
upholstery has plenty 
of showroom appeal 
but doesn’t feel as 
supple as real leather

KIA EV6

RENAULT SCENIC

TESLA MODEL Y

1

1

1

2

2

2

3

3

3

COMPARISON

BEST
DRIVING
POSITION



6  Awards 2024  whatcar.com  whatcar.com  Awards 2024  PB  

Fortunately, each car comes with 
a rear-view camera, the Scenic’s 
including a 360-degree view. In 
Air trim, the EV6 gets only rear 
parking sensors; its rivals have 
them at both ends.
The Scenic’s interior is a nice 

place in which to travel, featuring 
a tasteful blend of ambient 
lighting, soft-touch materials and 
an eclectic range of fabrics that 
spread from the dashboard to the 
headlining. And while you’ll find 
some hard plastic lower down (the 
glovebox lid, for example), it’s hard 
not to be impressed with features 
such as the Solarbay panoramic 
glass roof (available only in 
Iconic trim), which allows you to 
transform it from see-through to 
opaque, in stages, at the press of a 
button or via voice control. 
Despite being an older design, 

the Model Y still has a very 
impressive interior, with open-
grain wood on the dashboard, a 
huge infotainment screen and 
optional (£1100) white faux-
leather seat upholstery (black is 
standard) lending the minimalist 
design an upmarket feel. Even the 
general level of fit and finish was 
impressive on our test car – not 
something we’ve always said about 
Teslas in the past. 
The EV6 trails its rivals in terms 

of material quality, especially in 
Air trim. While everything feels 
solid, the materials are somewhat 
lacklustre, featuring glossy black 
trim and rubberised surfaces 
instead of more tactile materials. 
Still, there’s plenty to like about 
the easy-to-use climate control 
system, which combines physical 
temperature knobs with small but 
well-spaced touch-sensitive icons 
(all of which change functions if 
you need media controls instead). 
Similarly, the Scenic simplifies 
this process with a small row of 
physical rocker switches below  
the touchscreen, unlike the  
Model Y, which requires you to 
navigate through the touchscreen. 
 

Kia EV6 vs Renault Scenic vs Tesla Model Y

The EV6 features a curved 
12.3in touchscreen that’s well 
positioned so that it’s easy to 
see from behind the wheel. A 
relatively intuitive operating 
system minimises distractions 
while driving, and any issues 
found in early models seem 
to have been resolved, with 
the system in our test car 
functioning smoothly. However, 
you have to step up to Horizon 
trim or higher to get a wireless 
phone charging pad, and the 
standard six-speaker sound 
system is underwhelming.

The Scenic gets a fantastic 
portrait-orientated 12.0in 
touchscreen featuring Google 
software. Not only does it offer 
great clarity and a simple user 
interface, but it’s also angled 
towards the driver, making 
it easy to read and reach. 
The standard wireless phone 
charger is conveniently placed 
in front of the screen, and 
range-topping Iconic trim’s 
410-watt, nine-speaker Harman 
Kardon sound system produces 
decent (though not mind-
blowing) audio quality. 

The Model Y has essentially 
the same 15.0in touchscreen 
as the cheaper Model 3.  
You use it to control almost 
every feature of the car, be it 
unlocking the charging port 
or opening the glovebox. For 
the most part, it’s easy to get 
the hang of, though, and the 
system is quick to respond 
when you press the screen. 
While (unlike the others) there 
is no Android Auto or Apple 
CarPlay phone mirroring, you 
can play games or even watch 
videos on Netflix.

INFOTAINMENT

INFOTAINMENT

INFOTAINMENT

✓ Standard  7 Not available

✓ Standard  7 Not available

✓ Standard  7 Not available

Renault Scenic
Iconic  

Tesla Model Y
RWD 

WHAT YOU GET

WHAT YOU GET

WHAT YOU GET

Display
size

12.3in

Display
size

12.0in

Display
size

15.0in

Wireless
phone 

charging

7

Wireless
phone 

charging

✓

Wireless
phone 

charging

✓

Android 
Auto

✓

Android 
Auto

✓

Android 
Auto

7

Sat-nav

✓

Sat-nav

✓

Sat-nav

✓

Bluetooth

✓

Bluetooth

✓

Bluetooth

✓

Speakers

6

Speakers

9

Speakers

14

Sound
system  
upgrade

7

Sound
system 
upgrade

7

Sound
system 
upgrade

7

DAB
radio

✓

DAB
radio

✓

DAB
radio

✓

Apple 
CarPlay

✓

Apple 
CarPlay

✓

Apple 
CarPlay

7

Voice
control

✓

Voice
control

✓

Voice
control

✓

USB  
ports

5

USB  
ports

6

USB  
ports

4

Kia EV6
Air

BEST
SYSTEM
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SPACE AND PRACTICALITY 
Front space, rear space,  
seating flexibility, boot

If you’re sitting in the front, you 
won’t feel the slightest bit cramped 
in any of our contenders, with 
the Model Y, in particular, feeling ​
remarkably light and airy, thanks 
to a combination of tall side 
windows, a low dashboard and a 
standard panoramic glass roof. 
All three benefit from plenty of 
storage space, with the EV6 and 
Scenic featuring huge storage 
ledges below their centre consoles. 
In the rear, all of our contenders 

provide as much space as two tall 
adults could reasonably need, 
despite their different proportions. 
The EV6, for example, has the least 
head room, but there’s still enough 
for six-footers – while limo-like 
leg room means rear passengers 
can really stretch out. And while 
the Model Y has the least rear leg 
room, the elevated front seats 
allow passengers to slide their  
feet deep beneath them. 
However, the Scenic has a bit 

more rear head and leg room than 
either of its rivals, and its seats 
offer significantly better under-
thigh support than the Model Y’s.
The Scenic and Model Y get 

handy 40/20/40 split rear seatbacks 
as standard, whereas the EV6 
makes do with a less practical 
40/60 split. However, the latter 
comes with a central ski hatch, so 
in reality all three cars give you the 
option of slotting long, thin items 
(such as pairs of skis) through the 
middle, between two passengers. 
The EV6 and Scenic come with 

height-adjustable boot floors, 
below which are compartments 
suitable for stashing charging 
cables, away from your luggage. 
However, even with the floor set to 
its lowest position, no more than 
seven carry-on suitcases will fit 
beneath each car’s load cover. The 
Model Y, meanwhile, can swallow 
nine carry-on suitcases in its main 
boot at the back (two under the 
floor), plus a further case in the 
‘frunk’ under the bonnet. 
The EV6 also benefits from 

a frunk, but it’s tiny (barely big 
enough for a few groceries), and 
it’s the only car here that doesn’t 
come with an electric tailgate. 

BUYING AND OWNING 
Costs, equipment, reliability,  
safety and security
 
As we said at the beginning, we’re 
testing the range-topping Scenic  
against the cheapest versions of 
 
 
 
 

Considering how long it 
is, the EV6 doesn’t have 
a massive boot. That said, 
it can still swallow seven 
cases, and the front boot 
will happily take the 
charging cables

What the Scenic’s boot 
lacks in length it makes 
up for in height. Even with 
the height-adjustable boot 
floor in its lowest setting, 
there’s still space in the 
compartment below

Model Y has a huge boot 
with plenty of underfloor 
storage. Large ‘frunk’ can 
hold an extra carry-on 
suitcase. The tonneau 
cover rattled incessantly 
on our test car, though

KIA EV6

RENAULT SCENIC

TESLA MODEL Y

Boot capacity 490-1300 litres 
(r), 52 litres (f) Suitcases 7

Boot capacity 545-1449 litres 
Suitcases 7

Boot capacity 971*-2158 litres 
(r), 117 litres (f) Suitcases 10

975-1935mm

790-1730mm

1105-1945mm

390-670mm

500-895mm

450-815mm

1040-1175mm

960-1100mm

945-1570mm

BEST
BOOT 
SPACE

COMPARISON
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Kia EV6 vs Renault Scenic vs Tesla Model Y

With no panoramic glass roof and shallow side windows, 
the EV6’s rear seats don’t feel as airy as those of the Scenic 
and Model Y. However, you get business class levels of leg 
room, and reclining seatbacks aid comfort on long trips

Scenic has the most rear head and leg room, and while the 
interior is relatively narrow, three adults can still sit side 
by side comfortably enough. Expansive glass roof can be 
adjusted from clear through to opaque in sections

There’s plenty of room in the back (particularly head room) 
and the standard glass roof floods the interior with light. 
The rear seat bases are quite short, though, so underthigh 
support isn’t great for long-legged passengers

910mm

970mm

965mm

815mm

830mm

750mm

1405mm

1370mm

1380mm

920mm

1010mm

970mm

1070mm

1110mm

1065mm

1470mm

1425mm

1430mm
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Kia EV6 vs Renault Scenic vs Tesla Model Y

the EV6 and Model Y, for the sake 
of price parity. The Scenic range 
actually kicks off at an even keener 
£37,495 (with a smaller battery  
and less power), undercutting its 
rivals by thousands. 
Besides, if you haggle or use 

our online New Car Deals service, 
you can already secure a £3803 
discount on the Scenic in the trim 
we’re testing. A much smaller 
(£1891) saving is available on the 
EV6, and you’ll be lucky to get a 
penny off the Model Y. So, if you’re 
paying for your car outright, the 
Scenic is the cheapest option.
But does such a big discount 

lead to heavy depreciation? Well, 
industry resale value expert CAP 
HPI doesn’t see it that way. In fact, 
it predicts that the Scenic will lose 
value even more slowly than the 
Model Y, with the EV6 shedding 
pounds the quickest over the first 
three years of ownership.
Factor in all the other bills you’re 

likely to face (including servicing, 
insurance and electricity) and 
the Scenic is likely to work out far 
cheaper than the others to run, 

comforts that are standard on 
its rivals, including the electric 
seats and powered bootlid we 
mentioned earlier and a heat 
pump (for more efficient warming 
of the interior in cooler weather). 
You have to step up to GT-Line  
trim or higher for the latter to  
even be an option.
None of these cars skimps on 

safety, although the EV6 is the only 
one without blindspot monitoring 
(you’ll need to go for at least GT-
Line trim for that). All three have 
been awarded the maximum five 
stars for safety by Euro NCAP, with  
the Model Y doing the best job of 
protecting adults sitting in the 
front and children in the rear. 

While the Scenic is too new to 
have featured in the most recent 
What Car? Reliability Survey, the 
EV6 came 17th (out of 20 models) 
in its class; its score of 83.4% was 
dragged down by the fact that, 
when the car goes wrong, it can 
be slow and sometimes costly to 
repair. The Model Y fared much 
better, with a rating of 97.4%. 
It’s a good thing the Scenic 

has the longest range, because it 
takes a fair while to replenish its 
battery. You’ll be waiting at least 40 
minutes for a 10-80% top-up from 
even the fastest public chargers, 
whereas the EV6 can do the same 
thing in as little as 18 minutes. 
While you’ll be waiting for about 
25 minutes in the Model Y, it has 
a huge bonus: unlimited access 
to Tesla’s brilliant Supercharger 
network. Only a few of these 
locations are open to non-Teslas. 

assuming you buy now and sell 
after three years with 36,000 miles 
on the clock. The EV6’s relatively 
heavy depreciation is the reason 
why it’s likely to cost you the most 
to own in the long run.
Not many people will be paying 

for these cars in one lump sum, 
though, and it’s a different story 
if you decide to sign up to a PCP 
finance agreement. Put down 
a £5000 deposit and, assuming 
a limit of 10,000 miles per year, 
the Scenic will cost you £580 
per month over the next three 
years, even with a £1000 deposit 
contribution from Renault. On  
the same terms, the EV6 costs 
£528 (thanks in large part to a 
£2000 contribution towards your 
deposit by Kia), while the Model Y 
is cheapest of all at £522.
All of our contenders come 

with automatic climate control, 
adaptive cruise control, keyless 
entry, heated front seats and 
heated steering wheels – so you 
wouldn’t exactly describe any 
of them as basic. That said, the 
EV6 misses out on a few creature 

‘The Scenic range 
kicks off at a 
keen £37,495, 
undercutting its 
rivals by thousands’



COMPARISONCOMPARISON

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000
£20,550
£24,350
£24,650

£22,834 £2658 £1545 £0 £2594

£17,042 £2547 £2269 £0

£20,640 £3351 £2494 £0

£2845

£2309

Total
£28,794

Total
£24,703

Total
£29,631

0 year

Va
lu

e 
£

1 year 2 years 3 years

0 5000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000

Kia EV6

Renault Scenic

Tesla Model Y

10  Awards 2024  whatcar.com  whatcar.com  Awards 2024  PB  

Kia EV6

Renault Scenic

Tesla Model Y

✓ Standard  7 Not available

EQUIPMENT

*Faux leather

Adaptive 
cruise  
control

Keyless  
entry/start

Heated 
steering 
wheel

Parking 
sensors  

front/rear

Electric/
heated  

front seats

Panoramic 
glass roof

Dual-zone 
climate 
control

Leather seat 
upholstery

Heat  
pump

Rear-view 
camera/
360deg

Electric 
tailgate

Metallic  
paint

✗   / ✓ 

✓  / ✓
✓  / ✓

✗   / ✓ 

✓  / ✓
✓  / ✓

✓*

✗   
✓ *

✓  / ✗
✓  / ✓
✓  / ✗

✓
✓ 

£1300

✓
✓
✓

 ✗
✓
  ✓

✓
✓
✓

✗
 ✓
 ✓

✗
✓   

 ✓   

✓
✓
✓

✓  / ✓
✓  / ✓
✓  / ✓ 

All prices correct at time of testing

WHAT THEY WILL COST

RESALE VALUE BY YEAR

THREE-YEAR COST n Depreciation n Insurance n Servicing n Road tax n Electricity 

n Kia EV6 n Renault Scenic n Tesla Model Y

PCP FINANCE COSTS

COMPANY CAR TAX

PERSONAL CONTRACT HIRE

Three-year term, £5000 customer deposit, 10,000 miles per year

Monthly cost		  £528	  		 £580				    £522

Manufacturer  
deposit contribution		  £2000			   £1000				    Nil

Optional final payment		  £21,923			   £25,353				    £22,945

Representative APR		  2.9%			   6.9%				    1.8%

Excess mileage charge		  9p per mile			   8p per mile				   14p per mile

Other fees		  Nil			   Nil				    Nil

For 40% tax payers, until April 2025, 2026, 2027

Monthly cost			   £30, £45, £60			   £30, £45, £61			   £30, £45, £60

Three-year term, six-month deposit, 8000 miles per year

Monthly cost		  na			   na				    na		

Kia EV6  
List price £45,275 
Target Price £43,384

Renault Scenic 
List price £45,495 
Target Price £41,692

Tesla Model Y  
List price £44,990 
Target Price £44,990

£

SCAN FOR A GREAT 
DEAL ON THIS CAR
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Overall rating
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OUR RATINGS

STATS AND SPECS
Kia EV6
RWD Air

Renault Scenic E-Tech
Long Range Iconic

Tesla Model Y
RWD

4695mm 4470mm 4751mm

2900mm 2785mm 2890mm

1550mm 1571mm 1624mm

2185mm 2090mm 2415mm

735mm 785mm 700mm

Width (inc mirrors) 2130mm Turning circle 12.1mWidth (inc mirrors) 2070mm Turning circle 10.9mWidth (inc mirrors) 2090mm Turning circle 11.6m

COMPARISON

*Based on rating for Renault Megane E-Tech

Battery capacity (usable)	 74kWh
Rapid charging type	 CCS
Maximum charging rate	 238kW

7kW home wallbox (0-100%)	 11hr 45min
Rapid charger, peak rate (10-80%)	 18min
Rapid charger, miles added per 15min	 170

Battery capacity (usable)	 87kWh
Rapid charging type	 CCS
Maximum charging rate	 150kW

7kW home wallbox (0-100%)	 14hr
Rapid charger, peak rate (10-80%)	 40min
Rapid charger, miles added per 15min	 85

Battery capacity (usable)	 57.5kWh
Rapid charging type	 CCS
Maximum charging rate	 170kW

7kW home wallbox (0-100%)	 9hr 15min
Rapid charger, peak rate (10-80%)	 25min
Rapid charger, miles added per 15min	 97

CARS PICTURED
Kia EV6 RWD Air with Interstellar Grey metallic paint (£675) Renault Scenic E-Tech Long Range Iconic with Midnight Blue metallic paint 

and Diamond Black roof (£1250)
Tesla Model Y RWD with Pearl White Multi-Coat paint and 20in Induction 
wheels (£2100)

SAFETY

KEY FACTS

BATTERY AND CHARGING

Engine	 Electric motor
Peak power	 226bhp
Peak torque	 257lb ft
Gearbox	 1-spd automatic, RWD 
Kerb weight	 1985kg
Tyre size (std)	 235/55 R19

Engine	 Electric motor
Peak power	 215bhp
Peak torque	 221lb ft
Gearbox	 1-spd automatic, FWD 
Kerb weight	 1935kg
Tyre size (std)	 235/45 R20

Engine	 Electric motor
Peak power	 295bhp
Peak torque	 310lb ft
Gearbox	 1-spd automatic, RWD 
Kerb weight	 1984kg
Tyre size (std)	 255/45 R19

Real-world range (est) 	 252 miles
Official range	 328 miles
Efficiency on test	  3.4miles/kWh

Real-world range (est) 	 270 miles
Official range	 370 miles
Efficiency on test	 3.1 miles/kWh

Real-world range (est) 	 220 miles
Official range	 283 miles
Efficiency on test	 3.8 miles/kWh

CHARGING TIMES

RANGE AND EFFICIENCY

Euro NCAP rating (2022)   	
All protection	  90%   86%   64%  87%

Euro NCAP rating (2022*)   	
All protection	  88%   89%   77%  85%

Euro NCAP rating (2022)   	
All protection	  97%   87%   82%  98%

yyyyy yyyyyyyyyy



Kia EV6 vs Renault Scenic vs Tesla Model Y

Sometimes a radical 
rethink is required, and 
Renault’s reinvention of the 
Scenic has turned out to 
be a masterstroke. This is 
a comfortable, practical, 
easy-mannered car 
that, when you consider 
its lengthy range and 
generous roster of kit, is 
incredibly well priced. It 
wins this test at a canter – 
and cheaper versions 
might even score five stars.

Things would have been 
tighter if the Model Y was a 
bit better to drive. Its lumpy 
ride and noisy cruising 
manners take the edge off 
a really practical SUV with 
class-leading efficiency. It’s 
very well equipped, too.

Last place goes to 
the EV6 – something 
that might come as a 
surprise, given that we 
said it was our favourite 
electric SUV earlier 
this year. That doesn’t 
apply to this particular 
version of it, though. The 
Air misses out on some 
luxuries that a £45k car 
really shouldn’t lack, and 
the EV6’s relatively poor 
showing in our most recent 
reliability survey is cause 
for concern.

SAYS

1

3

2
Tesla Model Y

For Longest range; 
lavishly equipped; 
cheapest to buy 
outright; attractive 
and practical 
inside; smooth and 
quiet cruiser

Against Not 
much fun to drive; 
disappointing 
efficiency; relatively 
slow to charge

Recommended 
options
None

For Superb 
efficiency; hugely 
practical, with a 
massive boot; very 
well equipped; 
excellent Euro NCAP 
safety rating

Against Unsettled 
ride; so-so range 
between charges; 
relatively noisy at 
higher speeds; 
twitchy handling

Recommended 
options
None

Renault Scenic

For Fine ride and 
handling balance; 
lots of rear leg room;  
respectable range; 
fastest charging 
capability 

Against Not all that 
well equipped for 
the money; worrying  
reliability record;  
so-so interior  
quality; tightest for 
rear head room; 
shallow boot

Recommended 
options
None

Kia EV6

Go to whatcar.com for all  
the latest comparison tests  
and keep up to date with  
the latest from What Car?  
on our social media channels

youtube.com/whatcar

facebook.com/whatcar

@whatcar

whatcar_official

whatcar.com
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